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Outline of the essay

1. Introduction
1.1.Subject introduction: The computer brought a drastic revolution in our way 

of living.
1.2.Thesis statement  : Hackers are usually people who tend to become crim-

inals because of the power they possess.
1.3.Subject division

2. Development
2.1.The definition of an hacker
2.2.The good side of the medal
2.3.The threat of the treason

3. Conclusion
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The computer, becoming more and more powerful, fast and flexible, in-

vades our world at a fantastic speed. The consequences of this new revolution 

seem to be incalculable. For instance, our personal information can now be 

stored inside a computer and retrieved by sly individuals that we called hackers. 

Because of their great knowledge of computing they learned to use against 

people or companies, hackers should be considered as dangerous criminals. We 

can recognise such individuals by their way of living and their behaviour. Even 

though they can be helpful, we never know when they will turn against the soci-

ety.

 

According to Jonathan Ritter, a computer hacker is primarily an excessive 

computer user. Such a person stays in front of the monitor during whole nights 

and is obsessed by sabotaging companies or even governments. His job is only 

a source of income, his real interest being his own computer(s). He almost loves 

his machine and spends a lot of money to improve its performance. He also has 

difficulties communicating with other people, especially with computer uninitiated 

ones. Apparently, the author describes the extreme, the final outcome of an ex-

cessive computer science interest, which is pretty rare. Such a character sounds 

as a movie actor rather than a real person. However, hackers exist and they 

really attack and constitute a threat for much parts of the society. Usually, they 

target a company and plan an attack to wreck it. Even the company they work for 

may not be saved if the electronic equipment does not satisfy them. They also 

steal credit card numbers and cell-phone codes to save money.
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The knowledge and skills of the computer hackers are astonishing. For ex-

ample, Rene Sanchez explains us the case of Justin Petersen, a talented person 

who became a criminal, and quotes his former attorney Jay Lichtman: “Justin is 

an usual person. He has, uh, talents.” As the author reports us, Petersen helped 

the U.S. government in capturing a notorious hacker. In addition, such people 

seem the best ones to test the security of companies' networks because they 

know how to hack them and can suggest solutions to improve their reliability. So 

computer hacking can become a job as good as computer programming. Com-

panies need security to face not only the internal and external attacks but also 

the employees’ mistakes.

However, the knowledge remains the key to the power, one of the instinct-

ive goal of the human kind. That may explain why some hackers become crimin-

als and confirm the potential danger and threat hidden in such people. For ex-

ample, Petersen started to use his great knowledge to raid banks, to steal credit 

card numbers and to win a radio contest by cheating. After he was busted and 

imprisoned, he fled the authorities twice. Since he is now a fugitive, we can sup-

pose he will flee again next time he is captured. Such criminals are hard, maybe 

impossible, to turn in. Kevin Mitnick shows us a second case of a dangerous 

hacker that even figured on the FBI’s 10 most wanted criminals list. After he was 

arrested and judged in 1989, he disobeyed to the terms of his supervised release 

by perpetrating hacking again.
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As we can see, a computer hacker is not more than a computer maniac. 

Everything depends on the way such a person uses his knowledge. Hackers are 

potential criminals but there are absolutely no ways to discover if they will be or 

not. Hacking is a part of the computer’s revolution and we will have to deal with it 

as a type of crime like thievery and bank hold-up. Punishing such behaviour re-

mains necessary, but we should also emphasise on the benefits that can result of 

a well-used computer science throughout the education.
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